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was laid by Lord Manvers. Grace Darling's heroic exer-
tions to save the lives of people on board the wrecked
Forfarshire thrilled the whole country, and in Nottingham,
because a Mr. Churchill of the town was among those who
had perished, made a deep impression; a monument was
set up in the General Cemetery.

In 1839 the new church at Sneinton was opened by the
Bishop of Lincoln, and we may take it as fully certain
that William Booth was present at this elaborate ceremonial.
Worse distress than ever occurred among the operatives,
lasting from that autumn to the spring of 1840. Three
thousand four hundred and eighty-one people received relief.
A riot was anticipated, and the troops in the town were
kept under arms.

In 1842 there was an attempt " to promote a general
strike, or cessation from labour, until the document known
as the People's Charter became the law of the land." I
believe this is the first mention of a general strike, and it
seems as if Nottingham gave birth to the idea. Now and
again William Booth hung on the outskirts of the large
crowds that gathered to hear the Chartist orators.

In 1844 the whole town was staggered by a calamity
which could not fail to leave an impression on the mind
of young Booth. A labourer named William Saville, aged
29, who had been married at Sneinton Church, murdered his
wife and three children. He was executed on August 8,
and an immense crowd gathered to witness the spectacle.
" Eight was the hour of execution, but every available
space was occupied long before it arrived. Occasionally,
there came a cry from the surging mass that some one was
fainting or being crushed to death, and if the sufferer were
fortunate enough not to be entirely bereft of strength, he
or she was lifted up, and permitted to walk to the extremity
of the crowd on the shoulders of the people. Saville was led
forth, and at three minutes past eight, the drop descended.
Almost immediately after the mighty crowd broke, as it
were, in the middle. The anxiety, deep and general, to
witness the spectacle, was succeeded by an equally general
and still deeper desire to get away from the overpowering
and suffocating pressure. The result was positively awful.

